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 Don Campbell Tour to Tasmania  
 
Seven young dairy farmers from SA participated in this year’s Don Campbell Memorial Study Tour and found 
it a rewarding and invigorating experience. 
 
These seven young people, employed in the SA dairy industry, recently participated in the annual Don 
Campbell Memorial Study Tour to Tasmania.  Gaining an insight into dairy operations in another state, 
meeting new friends and learning together were all benefits reported by the group. 
 
The trip, funded by DairySA ,Gippsdairy, and the National Centre for Dairy Education Australia (NCDEA), 
enabled the seven South Australian and seven Victorian participants to visit nine dairy farms across the north 
of Tasmania. The students came from diverse regions from Mt Gambier, Meningie, Mt Compass and Mt 
Jagged in South Australia to Echuca, Cobden, Yarram, Warragul, Lang Lang and Carlisle River in Victoria.  
 
The five day tour, in early March, exposed the students to a range of farming systems and situations including 
all pasture based, once a day milking, high grain  inputs of 3.5 tonne/cow, all irrigation and one irrigation 
property that had run out of water and was now  dry land farming. 
 
The seven SA participants ranged in age and level of experience.   
Stephanie Hooper is a trainee at Pedra Blanca dairy in Mt Gambier.  Stephanie moved to Mt Gambier four 
years ago and has under three years of experience in the dairy industry.  She found the tour made her 
appreciate the different issues faced by Tasmanian dairy farmers. “I had not been to Tasmania and it was 
great to travel and see a diverse range of farms; it was exhausting but felt privileged to be selected and I 
recommend others young farmers to take the opportunity next year. 
 
For the past eight years Ty Maidment has managed dairy cows for Warren Jacobs at Meadows.  Reading 
reports of the 2007, Don Campbell Tour enthused Ty to apply as he wanted to increase his knowledge of 
dairying.  He really enjoyed visiting the diverse range of farms and especially discussing feeding systems with 
herd managers aiming for high production but not at the expense of cow fertility and health. 
 
“Speaking to the farmers and visiting their operations makes it much easier to understand and appreciate 
what they are doing and why.”  Ty has completed his certificate IV in Agriculture and is now starting a Diploma 
course. Participating in the tour counts towards the Diploma’s unit on managing livestock production. 
 
Craig Jaensch from Port Mc Donnell really enjoyed meeting new 
people and the encouragement given by the tour leaders to help all 
participants ask questions.  “I have made new friends on this trip 
that I will be sure to catch up with in the future.  It is a ‘must’ 
experience.” 
 
Another relative new comer to dairying was tour participant 
Graham Rowe.  Eighteen months ago Graham was in his thirtieth 
year as a tool maker, now he manages a 300 cow herd at Mt 
Jagged.  He found visiting the range of systems and learning how 
they were using pasture was extremely interesting.  He found the 
whole tour a great opportunity and especially enjoyed meeting 
dairy farmers from across the state and visiting the manufacturing 
and processing plant. 

What’s in this Edition? 
 
Tas. Study Tour  Pg 1 
Drying Off Strategy  Pg 2 
SEFI Stage 2    Pg 3 
Pasture Insect Pests   Pg 4 
Hoof friendly Laneways Pg 5 
DairySA Strategic Plan, DtPt 
GSW Dairy Employer winner Pg 6 
Cows Create Careers   
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Kaye Williams is currently working on her parent’s dairy at Meningie.  She is particularly interested in pedigree 
breeding and was surprised to see so many good cows as she had not heard much about the pedigree 
industry in Tasmania.  
Having visited producers 
milking once-a-day she has 
more of an understanding of 
why they choose this 
system, although she is not 
totally convinced it is a good 
system for cow capable of 
higher production. 
 
All participants highly 
recommend the tour and 
encourage other young dairy 
farmers to apply for next 
year’s tour.  In 2008, the 
cost to participants was 
approximately $350 which 
included airfares, bus travel, 
accommodation and course 
enrolment fees. Participants 
had to purchase dinners and 
some lunches. 
 
 

2008 Don Campbell participants 
 

Does your dry-off strategy cut the mustard? 
 
Drying-off time is the best opportunity for dairy farmers to set up their cows for the next lactation – to have 
fewer clinical cases and lower cell counts. 
 
Dr Rod Dyson, Countdown Downunder project leader, explains that drying-off has two roles – curing of 
existing infections and protecting against new infections. 
“Given the time and money involved in drying-off, it’s essential to get the best results for your efforts,” said Dr 
Dyson. 
“A drying-off strategy is not just about what the cows are treated with. The overall success is also affected by 
the management of the drying-off process.” 
 
For example, cows producing more than 12L/day at drying-off will be less able to produce an effective ‘teat 
plug’ for the dry period. This puts them at a much higher risk of new infections in the dry period and at calving. 
Taking steps to reduce their production over the week leading up to the dry-off day is critical to the success of 
the dry-off process. 
 
To determine a suitable dry cow treatment strategy for your herd, review your herd records using the checklist 
in the Countdown publication “Make drying off count,” available off the website (www.countdown.org.au), or 
consult your adviser. 
 
As a general rule, if you do not herd record, use a blanket antibiotic dry cow treatment. If herd recording 
results are available, a blanket antibiotic dry cow treatment is still recommended for herds with: 
* less than three individual cell counts for each cow, or   
* more than a third of cows have a peak ICCC above 250,000 cells/ml. 
 
The Make drying off count checklist will also help you decide if a selective antibiotic dry cow treatment or teat 
sealant program may be appropriate for your herd. 
Before you start, brush up on dry cow treatment practices. Remember, hygiene is king! Disinfect every teat 
before and after treatment. 
For more information refer to the Countdown Downunder Farm Guidelines – Farm Guidelines 14-18 or contact 
Countdown: Rod Dyson, ph (03) 9600 3506, email rod@countdown.org.au or www.countdown.org.au 
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SEFI Maize 07/08 trial  
 
Efficiencies are being achieved through "SEFI", one of DairySA's major projects - an innovative forage 
utilisation trial being conducted in the Lower South East. The South East Forage Innovation (SEFI) project is 
well on its way to achieving 40 tonnes of dry matter per hectare through growing complimentary forage crops 
in rotation. 
 
In its third year of the trial, the project has increased its annual yields per hectare to 33t/DM/ha by focussing 
on maximising the production in the summer maize production. And the key to achieving these increased 
yields and environmental efficiencies lies with earlier maize canopy closure by reducing row spacing to 20 
inches. 
  
Horizon Farming's Robby Zeissig is overseeing the trial to evaluate maize in combination with other winter 
crops within the southern growing season with the aim of determining the most sustainable and economic way 
of boosting tonnage.  Mr Zeissig hosted a Maize Field Day at Berko Pastoral on the outskirts of Mt Gambier 
earlier this month (April), attended by 25 farmers from SA and Western Victoria. 
 
Those attending heard the project was on its way to producing higher dry matter tonnage on less area, which 
was becoming of high priority in the face of continued soaring land prices, increasing costs to produce forage 
and the need to utilise efficiently inputs such as water, fertiliser etc. The trial is incorporating methods to use 
less water to produce higher yields, given the growing focus on farmers becoming water-wise. 
 
With maize yields being set in the first four weeks after establishment, it is imperative to ensure that early 
growth is optimal.  Sowing management needs to focus on plant distribution (the optimal spacing is for plants 
to be evenly distributed); fertiliser placement; variety selection and weed control. 
 
Mr Zeissig said the trial had shown reducing row spacing to 20 inches would lead to earlier canopy closure, 
which in turn would achieve greater fertiliser efficiency, as well as reduce weeds and wind damage.  And while 
the latest planting had been affected by an extreme hot spell, canopy closure was still achieved earlier 
through the altered seeding spacing, reducing the time from 56 days to between 35 and 45 days. 
"We also changed the fertiliser application, as we used to do it pre-sowing on top of the soil, now we apply it 
with the seed.  Even though this is more complicted and the cost for fertiliser is higher, the theory is we need 
less water and get greater production."   
 
The project will continue, 
with the SEFI 3 stage set 
to firm up production and 
economic figures from the 
trial results.  Empahsis 
will be on maximising 
economic returns from the 
system.  One factor in 
achieving this will be 
determining the optimum 
feeding strategy and cow 
production in using maize. 
"We want to know how 
much we can feed the 
cows with maize silage," 
Mr Zeissig said. "Being a 
high energy low protein 
feed source we need to 
know how much we can 
feed out before we start 
losing milk production. 
"So Stage 3 will be all 
about defining those 
numbers." 

 Robbie Zeissig, at the Berko Trial site, discussing SEFI results. 
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Insect pests a threat to high-input pastures 
 
Hills & Fleurieu dairy farmers investing heavily in  pasture production should watch out for two key 
insect pests which can devastate new sowings but wh ich can be controlled cheaply and effectively. 
 
Blackheaded pasture cockchafer and redlegged earth mites are common insect pests, which can be 
particularly damaging in newly sown pastures.  With dairy farmers investing heavily in new ryegrass sowings, 
it is important to understand the biology of these pests and how both can be effectively managed. 
 
 Blackheaded cockchafers are more prevalent in denuded paddocks because the adult cockchafer beetles 
that fly in summer prefer to lay their eggs on bare ground.  So, with ever increasing sowings of short-term 
ryegrasses, and with long dry summer, the resulting, denuded paddocks are at greater risk of cockchafer 
problems this year. 
 
In contrast, redlegged earth mite (RLEM) is a more regular insect pest in dairy pastures.  Although effectively 
controlled with insecticides, a potential risk over time is that RLEM populations will develop resistance to one 
or more of these chemicals.  Unfortunately this has already happened in a few locations in WA, so farmers 
should be mindful of the range of control methods available, and how to reduce the risks of RLEM pesticide 
resistance. 
 
The following notes provide some detail about each insect, to help farmers manage these pests. 
 
Blackheaded Cockchafer 
·  Best controlled by sprays 3 to 5 weeks after opening rains, when grubs are small with grey bodies 

(hungrier, more surface feeding and susceptible to sprays). 
·  In contrast, spraying after June isusually not effective.  Grubs will be bigger and fatter with creme bodies 

by then.  They’ll come to the surface less often to feed so will be less affected by the spray.  Most of the 
pasture damage will have been done by then anyway.  So if spraying, remember to spray early for good 
control. 

·  Alphacypermethrin is most cost-effective pesticide, but only if used according to label instructions with 
wetting agent added for good coverage. 

·  Risk of cockchafer problems can be reduced by maintaining groundcover through summer and autumn 
each year.  This is best done by increasing the amount of perennial grasses present in pastures, and by 
adjusting grazing practices over summer and autumn. 

·  The coarser perennial grasses phalaris and cocksfoot (once established) seem to be more tolerant of 
cockchafer attack than ryegrasses. 

 
Redlegged Earth Mite (RLEM) 
·  Have multiple life cycles through the growing season, with eggs and active mites present for much of the 

year. 
·  Pesticides will only kill active mites (not eggs) so it is important to time any spraying at either end of the 

growing season when most mites are present as active adults and susceptible to sprays. 
·  Spraying in the middle of the growing season is less effective, and the multiple sprayings required only 

increase the likelihood of resistance problems. 
·  Rotate chemicals to reduce the likelihood of of resistance developing.  Alphacypermethrin is an effective 

and longer-acting insecticide option for autumn spraying.  The less residual omethoate and dimethoate 
insecticides are better options in spring, and have activity on lucerne flea which could be active then too.  

·  The CSIRO’s Timerite® system helps farmers identify the best timing for spraying in spring, to kill adult 
mites before they begin laying summer-dormant eggs.  If achieved, this results in really good RLEM for the 
following growing season. 

·  Intensive block grazing is a really important non-chemical option to reduce mite problems, because the 
heavy but intermittent grazing will in itself kill off a lot of mites as the pasture is opened up and grazed 
down.  Indeed cattle will eat a lot of mites along with the pastures during intensive grazing.  Block grazing 
is particularly effective in this regard in spring. 

 
More info available on effective insect pest management is available from local spray contractors, chemical 
resellers, and DairySA’s Forage Skill$ and 3030 projects. 
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Hoof-friendly laneways for dairy farms 
 
Hoof-friendly laneways reduce lameness in dairy herds. CowTime’s Darold Klindworth says that covering the 
laneway with ‘soft’ material such as wood products can result in better cow movement from paddock to dairy 
as well as reduced lameness – which all adds up to easier milking! 
 
Wood chips 
Wood chips provide a soft surface for cattle to walk along. A trial at Flaxley, SA showed that cattle preferred to 
walk along woodchip-covered laneways rather than an uncovered surface.  
Wood chips don’t get wedged into the cows’ hooves but they can cause a problem with effluent pump 
systems. 
 
Sawdust 
Sawdust is often used at the junction of tracks and yards, where drainage is not as good as it could be and a 
muddy spot may develop. Used this way, sawdust can help stones fall away from hooves, and reduce stone 
bruising when cows step on to the concrete. If using sawdust, make sure it is about 100 mm thick.  
 
Other wood products 
Some farmers use mulched bark or hardwood waste to fill boggy spots in laneways and to provide a more 
hoof-friendly surface. It is reported that the material drains and dries better than sawdust. 
Recommendations for laneway materials are available in The CowTime Guidelines which can be downloaded 
for free from the CowTime website (www.cowtime.com.au). 
For more information contact Darold Klindworth, ph 03-5624-2269 darold.klindworth@dpi.vic.gov.au  or 
www.cowtime.com.au 
 
 

DairySA Strategic Plan 
 
DairySA is currently updating the DairySA Strategic Plan for 2008-2012. We’ve been collecting information on 
challenges and opportunities for dairy research, development and extension (RD&E) from a range of 
workshops, meetings and discussions with farmers and service providers over the last couple of months.  
 
If you would like to provide input into the strategic plan, or have any ideas on dairy RD&E for SA, 
please contact Verity on 8766 0127 or dairysa@bordernet.com.au  
 

Dealing with Today, Planning for Tomorrow 
 
Dealing with Today Planning for Tomorrow (DTPT) is specifically for irrigated dairy farmers across the Murray 
Darling Basin (MDB) who are seeking support in continuing to manage persistent drought and looking to 
understand better what the future holds. The program features opportunities for farmers to gain access to 
critical information that will assist their decision making – both immediately and in preparation for next year. 
 
DTPT in conjunction with DairySA will be sending out an information pack to dairy farmers in the SA MDB.  
Information included will be: 

·  Taking Stock Taking Action flier  – DTPT is funding SAMDB dairy farmers to participate in the 1-1 
Taking Stock program assisting you to take stock of your current business situation and develop an 
action plan for the future. 

·  Cereal Crops for Dairy Farmers booklet  – a summary of information on cereal growing and grazing 
for dairy farmers. 

·  Dealing with Today Planning for Tomorrow Survey  – a quick survey aimed at capturing the current 
extension and support needs of farmers in your region so we can tailor DTPT to suit SAMDB dairy 
farmers 

·  Dealing with Today Planning for Tomorrow flier  – a flier outlining the DTPT program 
If you do not receive this information pack or would like additional copies, please contact Verity on 8766 0127 
or dairysa@bordernet.com.au  
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CONGRATULATIONS Port MacDonnell Dairies – award win ning 
employers!  

 
A small SA contingent headed over to Warrnambool in late April to attend the Great South West Dairy 
Awards. Through DairySA sponsorship, South East dairy farmers were eligible to enter the awards this year. 
The awards recognise excellence in employees, employers, innovative design and natural resource 
management.  
 
Two SA dairy farms made the finals of the employers category...an excellent achievement seen we were 
competing against nearly 2000 farms in South West Victoria! Lyndon & Joyce Cleggett  and Jared Boshier 
from Port MacDonnell Dairying  were the SA finalists with Jared winning the runner-up prize, including a stay 
in the plush Windsor Hotel in Melbourne – watch for him sipping tea there in his rubber boots soon!  
 
 

Cows Create Careers in the Fleurieu 
 
The Cows Create Careers (CCC) program started with great enthusiasm and support across the Fleurieu in 
April. The CCC project creates awareness about dairy industry career opportunities to secondary school 
students and connects students ‘first hand’ with further education and training linkages such as the National 
Centre for Dairy Education Australia (NCDEA). This connection aims to assist in providing future dairy 
employees with the correct skills and qualification for their chosen career pathway.  
 
Local farmers and dairy service business have offered their support for the project. Just some of the farmers 
involved include Rodney Gilbert, Ian & Jill Williams, Nick & Mandy Brokenshire, John Burgar, Rita Hurrell, 
Mandy Pacitti, David McHugh and Lee McKenzie – what a great line-up! 
 
Regionally, Terry Maloney is coordinating the project with support from national project coordinators Deanne 
Kennedy and John Hutchison. The project also has support from a local steering committee that has been 
instrumental in gaining support from farms, schools and sponsors. 
 
DairySA is sponsoring the project as it sees it as an important strategy in promoting dairy careers and the 
industry as a whole.  
 
If other regions are interested in being involved, 8-10 secondary schools, a regional coordinator and an 
enthusiastic committee are required to get things started. Contact Verity for more details - 8766 0127 or 
dairysa@bordernet.com.au 

 

SE Dairy Innovation Day – Profitable Feedbase for 2010 & beyond . 
 

Keep Thursday  29th May free. 
 

Lead speakers in animal nutrition  / pasture production  / grain marketing  and a dairy farmer  will 
challenge you and provide insight into profitable feedbase systems. 

 
Greg Champion will wrap up the day & inspire us with his Aussie / country humour. 

 
For more information contact Kylie Boston 0407 231 547 

 
 
 

For more Diary Dates see the DairySA Web site www.dairyindustrysa.com.au �
�


